Plastic Surgery Beyond Borders -Connecting Asian Expertisein Vascular Anomalies and Birthmarks
Birthmarks are visible; the unanswered questions are not. Vascular anomalies and birthmarks are common conditions in pediatric plastic surgery, yet the questions arising in daily practice differ across regions. Skin type, disease prevalence, healthcare systems, access to targeted therapies, patient expectations, and available laser devices all shape treatment decisions and outcomes. Asian clinicians therefore need not only to apply evidence generated elsewhere, but also to define the questions raised by Asian children and their families.
Laser treatment may appear to be a field of fixed wavelengths, familiar diagnoses, and predictable protocols. It is not. At our institution, a high-volume pediatric practice has shown that substantial opportunities remain to improve how treatment response is measured, how established therapies are selected, and how routine clinical observations become meaningful research. This field offers a rare combination: outcomes are often directly visible, patient numbers are large, and new evidence can be translated quickly into better care for children.
By connecting expertise across Asian institutions and countries, pediatric plastic surgeons can generate evidence that is more relevant to our own populations and refine long-term treatment strategies. Asia is not simply a smaller version of the West. Our patients raise distinct clinical questions—and those questions deserve answers generated in Asia.

